
Pastor’s Corner 
“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord,  

continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established    

in the faith, abounding in thanksgiving”  Colossians 2:6 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  I pray that 2017 will be a blessed year for you and yours. 

I was going to try to say something about the new year…about how 2017 is a clean slate…a chance 

to start over for Three Steeples.  But it isn’t…not really.  What 2017 is, for we who call ourselves 

God’s children, is a chance to continue. 

2016 was an active and positive year for Three Steeples.  On Sunday, January 29, our worship ser-

vice will be built around the opportunity to look back  and reflect on the past year.  Each of our com-

mittees and ministries will be reporting on their efforts in 2016 during the service.  That will give us 

a chance to see what we have accomplished for the Lord and think about ways we can continue to 

work to follow Jesus, make disciples, and transform the world.  We did this last year, and it was an 

uplifting service, leaving all who attended feeling good about themselves and about Three Steeples. 

How will we feel in January of 2018, when we look back on this year?  Will we feel good about what 

we have accomplished for Jesus during the year?    We will, if we continue the work we have been 

doing.  But that won’t happen without the input and efforts of each and every child of God at Three 

Steeples.  There are areas in which we have been successful during the past year, and areas in 

which we need new direction and thought.  

So, I hope I see you on the 29th, and I look forward to continuing our work for Jesus beside you in 

2018. 

       In Christs Love,  Pastor Steve 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWS 
 

The  Board of Trustees had another busy year in 2016.  A burst water tank forced purchase of a 

new tank and the decision to remove the hallway carpeting.  It was replaced with luxury vinyl tile 

flooring, which was also extended into the general office, Pastor's study and Head Start office.  A 

new culvert was installed at the driveway entrance in conjunction with laying of pipe for the new 

Champlain Water District.  The driveway light wiring was repaired after the culvert work was 

completed and other outdoor lighting was improved.  Three kitchen faucets were replaced and new 

toilet tissue and paper towel dispensers were installed in the restrooms.  The outside window trim 

was cleaned, scraped, re-caulked and stained during the beautiful fall weather we 

enjoyed.  Hallways were recently brightened with cleaning, repairs, sanding and painting.  The 

parking lot is in need of repair and resurfacing.  There will be a capital improvement project in 

2017 for this purpose.  Please consider a donation to this project as part of your charitable 

giving.  As always, the Board of Trustees is dedicated to maintenance of church property and 

appreciates your assistance in bringing issues to our attention. 

 

Respectfully submitted,   Alan Kaufman, Chair 
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In 2016, the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), held eight regular-

ly scheduled meetings plus additional subcommittee meetings to organ-
ize, evaluate, and review Church Covenant items from 2016 that were 

detailed in 2015.  The Covenant focused on the creation of the, “WE ARE 

LOOKING FOR YOUR INPUT” surveys, monthly service reviews, the devel-

opment of a website and outreach goals.  Monthly service reviews involve 

a rotating group of four to six members of the congregation meeting with 
the pastor at the end of each month to critique and provide feedback with 

regards to the past months services.  Also new this year is a church web-

site www.threesteeplesumc.com where one can find audio presentations 

of services, devotionals, church happenings and a children’s page.  As always, the charge of the 

SPRC is to establish a Covenant with the Pastor for the upcoming year and assist in achieving goals.  

In 2017 those areas include:  The expansion of Biblical Knowledge of the Congregation, Social and 
Spiritual Community Outreach, Continuation of “Monthly Service Reviews, Bible Study Groups and 

Quarterly Spiritual “Question and Answer” Groups.    If you have any ideas on how you could help 

meet goals and would like to be part of this group, please contact Pastor Steve. 

 

Staff Parish Committee Chair, Lee Kern 

Many years ago Three Steeples was blessed in receiving endow-

ment money.  Some of these funds are unrestricted.  The interest 
from these funds has been used for capital improvements such 

as the kitchenette in the parlor, church kitchen renovation and 

window replacement.  Other funds were stipulated for scholar-

ship funds and the interest from these funds is for college schol-

arships. These scholarships are for church members and the di-
rect offspring of active church members.  In 2016 scholarships 

were given to Krista White, Brooke West and Mallory Honan.  If 

you or your child is eligible for a scholarship, please contact Cliff 

Coughlin c/o Three Steeples Church for scholarship information. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 

A BIG thank you to all who have faithfully given this past year.  All bills and mission shares have 

been paid in a timely manner.  Projects that have been completed at the church in 2016 are new 
flooring in the hall and offices, repair and painting outside and inside.  A capital improvement project 

planned for 2017 is resurfacing of the driveway and parking lot. The projected cost of this is $27,000 

and $6,000 of this will need to be raised by a capital campaign.  Donations toward this can be made 

at any time. The Finance Committee has been working on a budget and at our last meeting approved 

a budget for 2017.  This will be voted on at the congregational meeting on Jan. 29th. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Joanne Haring. 

http://www.threesteeplesumc.com
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Three years ago we started a campership fund.  The idea behind this 

is that we would be able to attract unchurched youth to Jesus by 

helping them to go to church camp at little or no cost.  Over the past 

two years, we have sent two children each summer.  While we have 

been more than happy to help these two children, they are not from 

unchurched families. 

At the moment, we have over $3,000 in the fund.  But, there are only two members on the com-

mittee.  What we need, is more people involved, and more ideas as to how to open this oppor-

tunity up to our communities.  Remember, our mission is to follow Jesus, make disciples, and 

transform the world.  We cannot do that by sitting in our church hoping people will come to us.  

We need to go to them! 

If you have any thoughts or ideas that would help us reach out to the youth of our communi-

ties, your input would be more than welcome.  Please contact the pastor and let him know. 

SAFE SANCTUARTIES COMMITTEE 

This committee is tasked by the Conference with putting together a policy insuring the 

safety of all persons at Three Steeples, but in particular…our children. 

Following the guidelines of the general church, we have put together such a policy.  It in-

cludes such things as background checks for those involved with children, these policies 

include such things as the “two-adult” rule, the “five-years older” rule, the “open window” 

rule.   

The Safe Sanctuaries committee oversees the implementation of this policy and is responsi-

ble for taking actions if any of these policies are violated.  Procedures for that are included 

in the policy.. While some of these rules may seem unnecessary in a small church such as 

ours, in a world like ours today, it is important to have them in place in order that no one 

who enters our doors will ever fid anything but love at Three Steeples. 
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MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

Our mission is to receive contributions in the name of deceased members to use in support of Three 

Steeples and to thank the contributors for their kindness.  This committee then uses the funds as 

needs appear.  Such projects in 2016, for example, were hymnals from Cokesbury which were pur-

chased in honor of Robert Rathbun.  Thanks to the guidance of Alan Kaufman, memorial funds were 

used to repair the stained glass window in the entranceway divider across from the memorial wall.  The 

stained glass was then entirely covered with a protective glass shield.  Our current work in progress is 

to replace old window treatments in the general office, pastor's office and Head Start office with pleated 

shades.  The pins in the existing draperies in the parlor will be repositioned and the traverse cords will 

be restrung. 

I hope everyone felt that our sanctuary was truly lovely on Christmas Eve when our church was full of 

light and greens and song and families.  Thanks to the many hands that have made Three Steeples so 

fine, especially during the Christmas season. 

Memorial Committee Chair, Merrill Freeman 

CAMPERSHIP COMMITTEE 



A Note from your Secretary,     Happy New Year Ladies! 

Another successful year has passed.  Thank you for all that you have done to 

make this possible.  It is sincerely appreciated! 

Apart from our donations to 17 charities, we bought furniture for the parlor, 

filled Easter baskets, helped the bereaved with refreshments, cards were sent to cheer the sick, wel-

come new babies, and celebrate special moments like birthdays or retirements.  Refreshments were 

served after church on Sundays for fellowship hour.  Also contribution to the church was made each 

month to help church with various expenses.  

The brief UMW meetings are held immediately following church on the 3rd Sunday of every month.  

We know that life can make it hard to attend however, we would love to see your smiling face and have 

your input on various events being planned for UMW and Three Steeples Parishioners.  We sincerely 

appreciate your contributions with our various activities throughout the year and without you those 

events would not be as successful as they are.   

      Sincerely, Your UMW Secretary Bev Seidel  

 

During 2016, UMW benevolence giving amounted to of $3500 for 2016.  

 $1300 to James C. Smith and Son for emergency fuel assistance which helped 6 families in 2016 

 $300 to Champlain Emergency Medical Service 

 $200 to each of the local food shelves—Mooers, Champlain JCEO, and St. Patrick’s 

 $150 to each of the local fire departments—Mooers, Champlain, Rouses Point and Chazy 

 $100 to NAMI-CV (National Association for Mental Illness), Literacy Volunteers,  St. Mary’s Mission 

Center, Elmore SPCA, DAV Chapter 179 for local veterans assistance, Champlain Head Start, and 

Champlain Meeting House. 

The Spring Rummage Sale will be held Friday March 17th 10 AM to 4 PM and Saturday March 

18th 10 AM to 3 PM.  Items can be brought to the church starting Sunday March 12.  Set-up will take 
place the week of the sale and help is needed with all aspects of the sale.  This is the earliest that the 

rummage sale has ever been, but Head Start does not have any time off in April except the week be-

fore Easter so the choices of dates to have the sale were mid-March or late May.   
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S 

 

Three Steeples Scoop 

The Spring Rummage Sale will be held  

Friday March 17th 10 AM to 4 PM  

Saturday March 18th 10 AM to 3 PM.   

Mondays  7:30 P.M.       Alcoholics Anonymous 

Tuesdays  6:00 P.M.     Cub Scouts 

Every Third Sunday     United Methodist Women’s 

Volunteers Needed! 

COFFEE HOUR  GREETERS  BIBLE READERS SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sign up in parlor or speak to Pastor about helping or with any questions. 

THREE STEEPLES HAPPENINGS 
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Three Steeples has sponsored scholarships for students with Mission of Hope in Nicaragua since 

1999.  In researching our history of our giving, I learned that we sponsored 6 students in 1999 for a 
total of $600.  The next year we increased the number to 10 scholarships and we have provided 10 

scholarships ever since.  This is in addition to church members who sponsor a child on their own. 

Seventeen plus years.  Way to go! 
 

A few years ago the scholarship amount was increased to $140 per student per year.  This includes 

education, shoes, uniform and a visit to the clinic doctor.  The payment is made by November 1st for 

the next school year and after the annual mission visit in Feb., we receive letters from our sponsored 

children that are posted on the bulletin board or the kiosk.  We are very appreciative of Heather 

Deans whom translating these letters for us. Money is collected for this ministry throughout the 
year.  If you have questions about the program, feel free to ask Joanne Haring  for more details. 

Supported by American Legion Family of Montgomery Post #912.   

NEEDS DRIVE TO SUPPORT ALBANY/STRATTON VA HOSPITAL  

When soldiers are admitted to VA Hospitals, all they have many times is what is on 

their backs and not much more.  We are collecting products to help supplement 

and fulfill basic needs. 

 

DRIVE RUNS January 1, 2017 -March 31st, 2017 

You can help by dropping of the needed supplies below to the following locations: 

American Legion Post 912  St. Patrick’s Senior Center in Rouses Point 

Three Steeples Church  Dodge Memorial Library in Rouses Point 

 

If you can not get to these locations during drop off times please call 518-297-3096  

and ask for Judy.  She will schedule a pick up or drop off appointment to assist you.  

Thank you in advance for any help that you can provide to support our military forces. 

 

NEW ITEMS NEEDED IN ALL SIZES 

New undershirts, briefs, boxers Sweatshirts and sweatpants  Women’s sports bras  

Athletic shorts   Large print crosswords or puzzle books  

Paint by numbers or other art  Disposable Triple or quad blade razors Deodorant  

New pens    Bar Soap, toothpaste, & shampoo,    

Coffee, and Tea   Creamer, Sugars, all kinds 

 

Gift Cards to Wal-mart, Price Chopper, Target, and Hannaford's for emergency purchase of 

clothing, food, and toiletries.   

When you say grace before meals or at any time you pray, please remember our 

service men and women.   

THREE STEEPLES COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
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MISSION OF HOPE MINISTRIES 



Three Steeples  
United Methodist Church 
491 State Route 11 

This Mission of Three Steeples United 

Methodist Church is to connect people 

to Jesus Christ and to each other by 

sharing our faith and love.  To seek 

new members and support them in 

their spiritual journey by providing a 

community of fellowship. 

 

Welcome to the worship and fellowship of Three Steeples United Method-

ist Church.  May this time together in God’s presence lift your spirits, 

bring you hope, and fill your heart with love. 

To our visiting brothers and sisters of Christ, our worship services have 

been blessed by your presence.  We would love to get to know you over 

our coffee hour following service and welcome you to attend. 

491 State Route 11 

P. O. Box 427 

Champlain, NY 12919 

Three Steeples United 
Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Address label 

 

Phone:  518-298-8655 

Pastors Home: 518-298-5522 

Pastors cell 518-298-6489 

 

E-MAIL: 

Steeples3@primelink1.net 

 

WEBSITE:  

www.threesteeplesumc.com 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

Web Address:  www.threesteeplesumc.com 


