
Pastor’s Corner 
       Summer Blessings:   

 

Many, MANY years ago, my family took a trip to Washington in a 19-foot travel trailer.  

When Sunday came around, we were staying in a park in the mountains of nearby West 

Virginia.  The nearest church was a Mennonite church, so on Sunday, that’s where we went 

to church.  This particular division of Mennonites were called “Black Bumper Mennonites” 

because although they owned cars...they painted all the chrome, including the bumpers, 

black. 
 

The church was a fairly new building made of rough-hewn pine.  It still had that wonderful 

new wood smell.  The building was one story, about the size of a double wide, with plain 

glass windows.  It looked to hold about eighty people, and it was pretty close to full.  There 

was no organist or pianist or guitar player...no instruments of any kind.  Instead, there was 

a song leader...a man of about 50.  But that didn’t stop that congregation from singing 

loudly and lustily.  The preacher, it turned out, was his father. 
 

They were a VERY welcoming congregation, and when they found out that my father was 

also a minister, they asked him to give the morning prayer.  They had a potluck lunch fol-

lowing church and we were invited to stay and eat...which we did, and it was delicious. It 

was as enjoyable a church service as any I have ever attended. 
 

The reason I tell you this story is to remind you, that as you travel on vacations and  

holidays this summer...DON’T FORGET TO GO TO CHURCH.   

If you are home, don’t forget to come to Three Steeples.  If you 

are away, venture out a little.  Try a church or denomination 

you haven’t attended before.   
 

BUT DON’T FORGET TO STOP AND TAKE TIME TO WORSHIP 

THE GOD WHO HAS MADE EVERY PART OF YOUR  

VACATION AND SUMMER POSSIBLE. 
 
     In Christ's Love, Pastor Steve
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FINANCE COMMITTEE NEWS 

The Finance Committee would like to thank all of the 

faithful givers who continue to provide the needed support 

for our church.  Traditionally contributions are less dur-

ing the summer when people are on vacation; so this is a 

friendly reminder that your support is needed during this 

period as much as during the rest of the year.  Regretfully, 

expenses and bills do not take a vacation.  A large capital 

project this summer is the resurfacing of the parking lot. 

Any contributions to this special project should include 

“parking lot” in the memo section of the check. 



HEIFER INTERNATIONAL FUNDRAISER 

 TO BE SEALED WITH A KISS! 

Each family was given a bank and a 5 week calendar 

for guiding their daily contributions to Fill the Ark.  
Last year, we donated $500 to Heifer and Pastor vowed 
that if we double that amount to Fill the Ark, he would 

kiss a pig!  Thanks to the usual generosity of  Three 
Steeples, we not only met, but exceeded, our goal of  
$1000, and now he has to pay “lip service” to his   

Promise. The “Smoochapigloosa” begins immediate-
ly following service on July 16th, when Pastor will 
be kissing Murphy the Pig.   Bring your cameras! 

 

SUMMER IN THE NORTH COUNTRY IS BEAUTIFUL! 

BUT IT CAN BE PESTY!            TICK TALK………>>>> 

As we enter the summer season we will be spending more and more 

hours outside with a miniscule Pest….THE TICK. 
 

Caution: this season is expected to be bad and wide spread. Why, because 2015 produced a 

bumper crop of acorns from the oak tree. This lead to an explosion in 2016 of the white-

footed mouse population, this critter being a major host for baby ticks. The result we now 

have facing us is an elevated population of nymph stage deer or black legged ticks. All ticks 

are capable of transferring diseases, however, deer ticks are the major transmitter of Lyme  

and the recently discovered Powassan diseases.  

The tick does not fly, jump or fall onto their victim but waits in grasses and shrubs, usually 

no higher than a foot off the ground. As a person or animal brush against their ambush 

point, they grab the fabric or fur and begin to crawl upward until they reach a feeding site. 

Once the critter begins feeding, it does not mean it has transmitted the pathogen causing 

Lyme. It is estimated only 25% to 50% of the tick population carry the Lyme-causing patho-

gen and that it must remain feeding for 24 to 48 hours before the pathogen is transferred.   

Repellants do work to varying degrees. Deet (20% +), if applied to the skin, will deter the crit-

ter. Permethrin applied to your clothing, not to your skin, will kill the pest. But a shower or 

bath and a complete body check is your last defense.  Check under your arms, behind the 

knees and ears, mouth, in the groin area, the hair and the belly button.   

The nymph stage is difficult to spot. An un-engorged nymph is the size of this asterisk “ * “ 

and when engorged the size of an “ O “ or larger. Removing this engorged critter within 24 to 

48 hours greatly reduces the chances of contracting Lyme. Don’t try removal using those old 

home remedies. Ticks often regurgitate their stomach contents into their host when trauma-

tized. Do not squeeze the tick between your thumb and forefinger. Keep a commercially avail-

able tick removal tool in your med cabinet. Seek medical attention if necessary. Accept the 

personal responsibility of dealing with this pesky critter. Remain vigilant and do those com-

plete body checks after visiting tick neighborhoods. Don’t take the current social attitude and 

blame the old oak tree and the white-footed mouse.   
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As you celebrate the 4th of July this year, please think 

about the American flag and what its colors represent.  

RED is for valor, WHITE for purity,  and BLUE for justice.  

Please show the American flag the respect it deserves and 

help educate your friends and family if you notice they 

could use a refresher course.  When watching a parade, 

you should stand with your hand over your heart when the 

flag goes by.  Those in uniform shall salute the flag.   

Flags should only be flown at night if they are illuminated.  

No flag should be flown during weather that might damage 

it.  To fly the flag at half-staff, first raise it to its peak and 

then lower to half-staff.   

When a flag is no longer of dignified appearance and can-
not be repaired, it should be destroyed in a proper flag re-
tirement ceremony usually held on June 14th which is Flag 
Day.  Drop off worn flags at any American Legion or VFW 
post or leave them at the church.  Don't forget amid the  
parades, picnics and other festivities to say a special prayer 
for our military members serving in the U. S. and around 
the world. Be grateful that you live in a country of plenty 
with freedoms and opportunities many others in the world 
can only DREAM OF! 

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY 

You may have already heard about an area code overlay approved for the New York 518 area 

code.  In a nutshell, the 518 area code covers all or part of 17 counties in northeastern New 

York.  Another area code (838) will be added to the same geographic region as the existing 

518 area code to ensure a continuing supply of telephone numbers.  Your current phone 

number will not change.  Beginning August 19th, you must dial 518 + seven digit telephone 

number for all calls within the 518 area code.  If you do not dial the area code, your call will 

not be completed and a recording will instruct you to hang up and dial again.  Beginning 

September 19th, new telephone lines or services may be assigned using the new 838 area 

code and 838 + the seven digit telephone number will be required to 

complete calls.  Since we are creatures of habit, it would be a good 

idea to start practicing now!  Whenever you dial a telephone number 

with 518 area code, dial 518 + the telephone number.  It may save 

you time and aggravation after August 19th when your calls will no 

longer go through unless you do! 

AS OF 8/19/2017 NEW YORK CALLERS BEWARE  

“I’M SORRY YOUR CALL COULD NOT BE COMPLETED AS DIALED!” 
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READING BOOSTS MEMORY & CONCENTRATION 

Reading a book poolside or on the beach is one of the best ways to reduce stress and shed 

those North Country blues.  It also improves memory and concentration levels for all ages.  

Reading helps everyone develop critical thinking skills, build better vocabularies, and learn 

about other cultures and the world we live in.  Summertime offers a great way to catch up 

on your favorite book or take a chance on a new one. 

Three Steeples Scoop 

ENJOY THESE SUMMER SUGGESTIONS! 

A Man Called Ove– Fredrik Backman 

Shiloh Autumn— Brodie & Brock Thoene 

One Thousand White Women– Jim Fergus 

Prayers for Sale– Sandra Dallas 

The Christmas Quilt– Thomas J. Davis 

Tisha– Robert Specht 

The Shack-William P. Young Stress relief awaits! 

 

2017 FREE Concerts on the Bluff Series 
 

2017 Concerts on the Bluff will kick-off July 12th! We're excited to bring some new 
stars and fan favorites to the stage this summer. Bring your lawn chairs and picnic 
blankets, and come hear some great (and free!!) music! 
 

Wednesday evenings at 6PM, rain or shine! 
 

July 12  Larry Ebere  July 19 Too Tall String Band 
July 26  Rustic Riders August 2 Towne Meeting   
August 9  Inkahoots  August 16 Sounds of the Northway 

August 23  Roy Hurd 
 

$1.00 Family friendly movies playing at 
 10:00 A. M. ONLY  on Tuesdays & Wednesdays  

Regal Champlain Centre Mall 

  Lcated on 60 Smithfield Blvd, Plattsburgh.  
A portion of the proceeds goes to the Will Rogers Institute. 

 

July 4 & July 5  Trolls    Alvin & the Chipmunks: Chipwrecked 

July 11 & July 12 Monster Trucks  Penguins of Madagascar 

July 18 & July 19  Rio 2    The Boxtrolls 
July 25 & July 26  The Secret Life of Pets  Sing 

Aug 1 & Aug 2  Kubo & the Two Strings Ratchet and Clank 

Aug 8 & Aug 9  The SpongeBob Movie:    The Adventures of Tin Tin 

Aug 15 & Aug 16  Happy Feet Two  Cats & Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty  

Aug 22 & Aug 23  Storks    The Lego Batman Movie 

https://www.regmovies.com/theaters/regal-champlain-centre-stadium-8/8428
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/trolls/142010
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/alvin-and-the-chipmunks-chipwrecked/90389
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/monster-trucks/168398
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/penguins-of-madagascar/142008
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/rio-2/135326
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/the-boxtrolls/144045
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/the-secret-life-of-pets/158154
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/sing/222405
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/kubo-and-the-two-strings/202207
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/ratchet-and-clank/200864
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/the-spongebob-movie-sponge-out-of-water/168395
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/the-adventures-of-tintin/78005
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/happy-feet-two/118980
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/cats-dogs-the-revenge-of-kitty-galore/81032
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/storks/209279
https://www.regmovies.com/movies/the-lego-batman-movie/209280
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 The Annual Fall Rummage Sale will be held in October.  

Watch for details on www.threesteeplesumc.com. 

 The United Methodist Women’s Annual District Gather-

ing will be held in Westport on October 21, 2017.  Be on 

the look out for the registration forms in September. 

 Ladies. if you are looking for a perfect way to relax and enjoy some fellowship near 

the end of summer, please consider taking time to join us on our Skye Farm Retreat 

titled “Sweet Life Café” on August 26th.  A salad bar luncheon will be provided and 

there is a 40 person limit so sign up soon.  The registration form is below. 

SWEET LIFE CAFÉ 

The Sweet Life Café Retreat is an experience that allows women to slow down and savor time with God 

and each other.  It feels like a cozy day at your favorite coffee shop where women can find rest, enjoy 

laughter, share their stories and grow closer to each other and God. 

 

 EVENT:  Adirondack District UMW Retreat 

 DATE:  Saturday, August 26, 2017 

 PLACE:   Skye Farm Camp & Retreat Center  

   Ogden Lake  

   1884 E. Schroon River Road  

   Warrensburg, New York 

 TIME:    9:00 Registration & Fellowship 

        9:30 Program Begins 

Directions:  Take Exit 24 off I-87.  If coming from South, take a Right onto Riverbank Rd.  If coming 

from North, take left onto Riverbank Road.  Take second Left onto E. Schroon River Rd.  Bear right 

about 100 feet to camp director’s house.  Follow the road up to Lodge. 

 

There is a 40 PERSON Limit so sign up soon.  Registration fee is $25.00 per person. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 11, 2017 
 

Please remit registration form with non-refundable payment to: 

Sue Douglass, 36 Tiffany Place, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

Phone:  518-583-4282 Email: sdouglas2@nycap.rr.com 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FORM FOR THE UMW RETREAT AUGUST 2017 

NAME OF CHURCH UNIT: __________________________CITY:  ___________________________ZIP:_______ 

FORM PREPARED BY: ____________________________PHONE: _______________________________ 

ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

NUMBER ATTENDING:  _____________PEOPLE AT $25.00 EACH $ _________________________ 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ADIRONDACK DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
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DONATING TO BETTER HEALTH FOOD DRIVE  
From Now until November 18th  

 

Donating to the Better Health Project will improve the local food environment,  

and make our community a healthier place to live, work and play.    
 Please consider donating today! 

Three Steeples Scoop 

FRUITS  
Fresh  
Canned,  

  in 100% fruit juice  
100% fruit juice  
Dried fruit  
Frozen, unsweetened  

WHOLE GRAINS*  
Brown rice  
Whole grain cereal  
Whole wheat tortillas  
Whole wheat pasta  
Whole wheat bread  

*Items that are 51% whole 
grain or higher are best.  

LEAN PROTEIN  
Peanut butter  
Lean meat, fish  

  and poultry  
Dried or canned beans, 

  peas, lentils  
Plain or no salt added 

  nut varieties  
Eggs  

DAIRY  
Unsweetened shelf-stable 

milk (evaporated, canned, 
dry or powdered)  
Plain yogurt (low fat or 

fat free)  
Milk substitutes, unsweet-

ened (soy, almond, etc.)  

  

VEGETABLES  
Fresh  
Canned, low or reduced 

  sodium  
Canned, no salt added  
100% vegetable juice  
Frozen, without sauces 

  and other additives  

Healthy Giving  
for  

Healthy Living  
 

CONTACT  

Kelsey Barnes, 518-565-4983 

Clinton County  

Health Department 

133 Margaret Street 

Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
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UNITED METHODIST I AM 
 

But wait...What does that mean?  There are several ways to answer 

this question and learn more about your faith.  For instance you can 
begin by simply reading books, researching online, or meeting with 
your Pastor.  Three Steeples has several books in our small lending 
library in the parlor of our church.  Borrow a bible or two and com-
pare and contrast translations and scriptures. 
 

You could also bring your questions to the Questions and Answer Ses-
sions  offered at Three Steeples on the first Sunday of every month in 
our fellowship hall immediately after church service.  Ask questions 
and explore what it all means to you, your family, your church and 
your community. 
 

Summertime travel is another way to have fun and explore the 
world.  Dust off your passport and set your sites even bigger.   

 

 

SEVEN PLACES EVERY METHOIDIST SHOULD VISIT 
  

WHERE WESLEY WALKED—The Cradle of Methodism because it is the first building 
used by John and Charles Wesley located in Bristol, England. It is considered the Mother 
Church of World Methodism.  Standing in the same pulpit is an unforgettable experience. 
 
CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF AMERICAN METHODISM—The oldest house of Methodist wor-
ship in America is in St. George's United Methodist Church in Philadelphia.  This is the site 
where Joseph Pilmore made his first statement about Methodist principles and beliefs.  It also 
is the first site of the nations first Methodist Prayer Meeting.   
 
GOD’S SQUARE MILE AT THE JERSEY SHORE—Ocean Grove, New Jersey, was founded in 
1869 during a prayer meeting set aside for the perpetual worship of Jesus Christ.  Every Sun-
day, Ocean Grove closes its beaches to the public and hosts a bible camp meeting along Amer-
ica’s most pristine beach.  They have biblical street names, no alcohol sold, and commercial- 
free boardwalks for worshippers to explore.    
 
WITNESS TO THE WORLD—Since 1924, The United Methodist Building in Washington, DC, 
is the only non-governmental building on Capitol Hill...giving witness at the seat of the U.S. 
government that the United Methodist Church is an advocate for justice and peace throughout 
the world.  
 
QUIET SPACE—The Upper Room Chapel in Nashville, Tennessee, has been called the gem of 

tranquility because it is a place of prayer, reflection, ministry, and spiritual development since 
1935.  There is a free worship service every Wednesday morning.  
 
BEACON OF HOPE—Since 1992, the Africa University, in Mutare, Zimbabwe, stands as a 
beacon of hope to thousands.  Students from dozens of African nations are molded into edu-
cated and principled Christian leaders.   
 
REPOSITORY FOR RELIEF—Since 1992, Baldwin, Louisiana, has been the spot where minis-
try and mission meet. Approximately 2,600 volunteers and $7 million dollars in supplies and 
relief kits are shipped and distributed from this U.S. Depot for the United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief.  Prior to that it was a home for children orphaned by the Civil War.   
 

You can find out more from www.UMC.org and see notes from the Commission on  
Archives and History.    
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VACATION BIBLE SCHIOOL 

“CREATION CELEBRATION” 
 

August 21 –25, 2017 

From 5:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 
 

Three Steeples Church 

491 State Route 11 

Champlain, NY 12919 
 

Open to the Community         All Ages & Families Welcome   

To Register Email dotts12919@gmail.com or call 518-298-8655 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

No one wants to think about it already, but this newsletter covers the month that students 

will be going back to school.  As you drive, please be alert for children, crossing guards and 

school buses.  It is illegal, and dangerous for our children, if you pass a school bus or drive 

by one going the opposite direction that is stopped with flashing yellow lights and red stop 

sign(s) projected from the driver's side.  Please leave a little early if you will be driving 

during the hours students are going to or returning home from school.  
 

 Box Tops for Education is a great program to generate extra money for our schools and it's 

so simple.  There are hundreds of products to clip the logo from and each one is worth 10 

cents.  Think that sounds like a drop in the bucket?  With 80,000 schools participating 

nationwide, they have earned $840 million dollars since 1996 - so please start clipping and 

pass the word to your family and friends.  If you don't have any contacts to get your box 

tops to a school, there will be a designated container in the church parlor. 

Please support our local schools and students by attending their concerts, plays, science 

fairs, field days, etc.  These activities give children the opportunity to discover talents and 

interests they have that regular school curriculum may not.  They involve a huge time 

investment for each student teaching them teamwork, responsibility, time management and 

dedication along the way.  You will surely see someone there you know and it's a great way 

to stay active and connected in the community. 
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THREE STEEPLES WILL HOLD A BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  

WORSHIP SERVICE  ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2017 

The blessing of pets and animals is often celebrated on October 4th, the feast of St. 

Francis of Assisi, or on a Sunday near that date, which also coincides with the conclu-

sion of the Season of Creation.  Animals refer to all the living creatures people might 

bring to this worship service—such as dogs, cats, birds, reptiles & fish, domesticated 

or wild.  If you are not able to bring an animal, you may 

wish to bring a picture of an animal you love or an en-

dangered species in the wild.  The blessing of each ani-

mal, by name, means that health, healing and life are 

being mediated from God for the benefit of the animal in 

its relationship with its human partners.  If you're an 

animal lover and have friends and family members who 

are as well, this would be a great time to invite them to 

church.  
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Recipe for Happiness 

2 heaping cups of patience  

 1 heart full of love  

 2 handfuls of generosity  

 a dash of laughter  

 1 headful of understanding 

Looking for something to do that is meaningful, perhaps challenging and definitely 

worthwhile??  If you are 55 or older, the Clinton County Retired Senior Volunteer 

Program (RSVP) is looking for you!  RSVP partners with over 80 non-profit organiza-

tions by providing volunteers who use their lifetimes of experience, talent and 

knowledge to help these organizations reach their goals.  Along the way, seniors stay 

involved and connected, make new friends and learn new skills.  It's the classic WIN-

WIN for the volunteers and those they assist.  Check out their website at ccrsvp.com 

or call 518-566-0944 to make a difference today.  Even if you are not yet 55, many of 

these organizations would still appreciate your assistance, but it would not be under 

the auspices of RSVP so you would contact the organization directly. 

Sprinkle generously with 

kindness. Add plenty of faith, 

and mix well. Spread over a 

period of a lifetime and serve 

to everyone you meet.  



Three Steeples  
United Methodist Church 
491 State Route 11 
Champlain, NY 12919 
 
  

The Mission of Three Steeples United  

Methodist Church is to connect people to  

Jesus Christ and to each other by sharing our 

faith and love.  We seek new members and 

support them in their spiritual journey by 

providing a community of fellowship. 
 

Welcome to the worship and fellowship of Three Steeples United Methodist 

Church.  May this time together in God’s presence lift your spirits, bring 

you hope, and fill your heart with love. 

To our visiting brothers and sisters of Christ, our worship services have 
been blessed by your presence.  We would love to get to know you and 

invite you to attend fellowship gathering immediately after service.   
 

"Take a little dash of water, and a little leaven of prayer, 
And a little bit of morning gold, dissolved in the morning air; 

Add to your meal some merriment, and a thought for kith and kin, 
And then, as a prime ingredient, a plenty of work thrown in, 

But spice it all with the essence of love and a little whiff of play; 
Let the wise old Book, and a glance above, complete the well-made day." 

Author Unknown... from The Home Demonstration Clubs 
 

If you would like to contribute an article or have an idea that 

should be included in our next edition, or you no longer wish to 

receive this newsletter, please email 
 Tia LaFlesh at dotts12919@gmail.com or 

Linda Yelle at hopeydopey@primelink1.net. 

    

Three Steeples United 
Methodist Church 

 

491 State Route 11 

P. O. Box 427 

Champlain, NY 12919 

 
Phone:  518-298-8655 

Pastors Home: 518-298-5522 

Pastors cell 518-298-6489 
 

E-MAIL: 

Sloan@twcny.rr.com 
 

WEBSITE:  

www.threesteeplesumc.com 

 

We’re on the Web! 

Web Address:  
www.threesteeplesumc.com 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


