
WELCOMING  

PASTOR BASOM AND HIS FAMILY 
 

New Minister Leads Three Steeples United Methodist Church 
 

 

Reverand Basom, a Pennsylvania native, was announced as the permanent pastor of Three 

Steeples UMC in May 2018.   In college, he started as a music major before switching to bib-

lical studies at Messiah College, a private Christian college in Mechanicsburg, PA. In 1981, 

he graduated from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY. Then he completed doc-

toral studies at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C., in 2011. Basom spent 35 

years in parish ministries and was ordained as deacon in 1979. He has since served several 

small churches resembling Three Steeples, although he never thought he could stand in 

front of people and preach. However, the Lord answered that question by giving him, not 

one but two, services every Sunday for his first appointment.   

It is there that  a Preacher was Born.   

Rev. Basom's clerical life has continued to blossom when he relocated  

to the North Country  four years ago to become one of two hospital 

Chaplains at the University of Vermont Health Network, Champlain 

Valley Physicians Hospital.  He has also been busy filling pulpits at 

Rouses Point Presbyterian, Chazy Presbyterian, First Baptist Church, 

Plattsburgh Presbyterian and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.   

Basom’s presence as pulpit supply in so many surrounding churches and his hospital posi-

tion allowed him some familiarity in the area.  When Pastor Steve Loan retired, we began 

our search for pulpit supply, and his name was mentioned 

during a Staff Parish Meeting at seemingly the perfect time.  

Shortly after, he became an interim pastor in February 2018.  

His official appointment as permanent Pastor by District 

Superintendent  Rev. Bill Mudge was finalized in May 2018.  

There is a lovely article on the Press Republican website 

that details more about  our new Pastor Basom and can be 

found at www.pressrepublican.com 

To Meet or Learn More about Pastor Basom and His Family, 

 Please Join us for Sunday Services  at 9:30 a.m.  

Three Steeples United Methodist Church  

Third Quarter 

      July—Sept.  2018 

 

Three Steeples Scoop 
The Three Steeples United Methodist Church Newsletter 



 

 

 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

Summer has finally arrived. Memorial Day is past and the 4th 
of July just around the corner. In May we celebrated Mother’s 
Day and in June, Father’s Day. Our thoughts and prayers easi-
ly turn to those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our country 
as well as all who gave of themselves by serving in the armed 
forces. We also remember those who are currently deployed to 
preserve these freedoms. A heart-felt thank you goes out to 
each and every one of you. 
 

Our thoughts are also drawn to our forefathers and foremothers who went before us. It is 
important to remember that just as we have blood relatives, we also have spiritual rela-
tives. The leader of a retreat I once attended, asked us to indicate on a “family tree” the 
people who were spiritual influences in our lives. I listed many members of my biological 
family, but also included many others who wouldn’t show up on my ancestry.com family 
tree. I thought about my Grandfather’s funeral, where I learned that my Grandmother, 
from my birth, prayed that I would become a minister. I thought about supportive com-
ments made by my parents, my wife, my children, and my siblings. I also thought about 
the men and women who influenced me in ways that they probably don’t realize even to-
day. There’s a young man I grew up with who influenced me to attend church camp, join 
the choir and participate in the scouting program. My home church’s pastor taught me 
about my faith and encouraged me to grow spiritually.  My classmates also encouraged 
me when they elected me floor chaplain. My mind continually goes to all those pastors, 
church members, camp counselors, teachers, and friends who stimulated my mind and 
encouraged my spirit.  
 

My mind is drawn to my graduation from Wesley Seminary in 2011. At the end of the cer-
emony, new graduates  recessed from the sanctuary of the National Cathedral exiting 
through the same doors that we had just entered hours before.  There lined up on both 
sides of the staircase, we were met with a procession, comprised of the faculty of the semi-
nary to congratulate us. It was a humbling moment to see these men and women who im-
parted so much knowledge to us and encouraged us to not only learn about theology, but 
also to learn about ourselves and then to share what we learned with others.  
 

Hebrews 12:1 tells us that the world is encircled by a cloud of witnesses who are with 
Christ in glory saying “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of wit-
nesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” I’m not sure about the theology of 
what I am about to say, but I can’t help but think that it wasn’t just my professors who 
were on the Cathedral’s steps, but also the cloud of witnesses that included my spiritual 
relatives, mentors, and guides. 
 

What does your multitude of heavenly witnesses have to say about your life? Do they line 
the steps of heaven waiting to congratulate you for having run the good race and perse-
vering to the end? Take a few moments to think about those who have influenced and 
continue to influence your life as you travel through your earthly pilgrimage.  
 

        God Bless You. 
        Your Servant in Christ, Pastor Bob  



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
During the months of July and August with many activities 
and vacations we will not hold our regular meetings. But, 
on the third Sunday of September ( Sept 16th ) we will once 
again meet.  All ladies are encouraged to attend and partici-
pate in our activities. 
 

Our warm summer days seem to have finally arrived.  On 

June 3rd the UMW held a Blessing of the Animals, with Pastor Bob officiating. About 12 - 15 

pets, or an article belonging to the pet, were brought to Three Steeples United Methodist 

Church to be blessed. Many thanks to Jane Nemec and Kay Kern who baked and supplied 

homemade treats for the animals. 

A lovely luncheon was held on June 16th at Amazing Grace Vineyards, in Chazy, NY. Great 

conversations, fun and friendship.  It was a picture perfect day with great hosts and food. 

Many thanks to everyone who attended. 

Sunday June 17th was a melancholy day for our church family, as we said farewell to a very 

dear friend.  Marita Boulos, who has been a UMW member, Bible study sister and active in all 

church activities, has left the area to be closer to her family in New Jersey. We were sad to see 

her leave and will keep her in our prayer. Thankfully, she has promised to visit frequently. 

Marita also left us with a loving and thoughtful gift. You will find her background and story 

of it in an article she has written about it in the next newsletter. 

We also learned that Chad Deans received news of his first Pastoral appointment, and we a 

had sending off ceremony on June 24th.  He was assigned Saranac, Morrisonville, and Pea-

sleeville United Methodist Churches.  

We would like to wish Marita, Chad, Heather, and their families much success in their new 

endeavors and wish everyone a fun and enjoyable summer.    

   Linda Robinson, UMW President 

Dear Friends, 

Don’t we look good, all of us?  It is rare to find a picture where that 

happens!   Thank you for the lovely surprise “farewell” celebration 

you had prepared: cake, presents, & hugs. You are all so thoughtful!              

   Thank you from Marita Boulos. 

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 
On June 24th the 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee was formed 
and met to plan for the 50th Anniversary of the Three Steeples.  We 
plan to host our first  celebration on June 9, 2019, which coincides with 
the official formation of Three Steeples  in 1969. We will be seeking any 
information to enhance the celebration.  If you can help in any way 
possible, please call Pastor Bob or Tia LaFlesh. 

Our next meeting is August 12th, immediately after church.   
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FOND FAREWELL 
"Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank 

my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to feel this way about 

all of you, since I have you in my heart..." Philippians 1:2-7a NIV 

 My dear friends, 
 I do not have words to convey to you the deep heartfelt joy and 
thanksgiving I have every time I think of you! How is it possible that 
7 years have come and gone in our ministry together? 
 

As I pack and plan and transition back into pulpit ministry, I leave part of my heart in the 
most beautiful district in all of United Methodism - The Adirondack District of the Upper 
New York Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
 

7 years you have been my friends, my family, my church. Leaving is only possible because I 
hear God calling me to the next place of service, and because I know you are in VERY capable 
hands with Pastor Debbie Earthrowl and our dear Carrie Boyer. 
 

Thank you for the lovely cards and gifts that you showered me and my family with as we 
have said our good-byes. Thank you for your courage, for your faithfulness, and for your 
love. I will pray for you and I will smile at every remembrance of you. 
        I love you.  Pastor Bill Mudge 
 

HAPPY HELLO & WELCOME 
 

Bishop Mark J. Webb is pleased to announce the appointment of  
the Upper New York Adirondack District Superintendent  as of July 
1, 2018. 

Rev. Deborah Earthrowl  
Rev. Earthrowl currently serves as pastor of the Salem and West 

Hebron United Methodist churches in the Adirondack District. She 

has been involved in various leadership positions in Upper New 

York, as well as a predecessor conference.  She currently serves on 

the UNY Board of Ordained Ministry, the UNY New Faith Commu-

nity Leadership Team, and is a coach with the coaching network 

through Vital Congregations. Rev. Earthrowl is also currently a 

member of the Adirondack District Leadership Team and has been 

a volunteer director at Skye Farm for nearly 20 years.  

“Rev. Earthrowl brings a contagious love for Jesus and a commitment for assisting the church 

in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” Bishop Webb said. 

“Debbie’s experience and love for ministry in all settings, specifically rural ministry, will be a 

gift to the work of Upper New York and the Adirondack District.  Her knowledge of and rela-

tionships with clergy and laity will be a great blessing and asset in this role. I am delighted to 

have Debbie join the work of the Cabinet.”  Rev. Earthrowl has a Master of Divinity from 

Drew University, a Master of Library and Information Science from SUNY Albany, and a 

Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education from SUNY Oneonta. She is married to Jonathan 

Earthrowl, and they have three children and seven grandchildren. 



Even if you don’t have children please help us spread the word about VBS 

“CAMP OUT” 

““Go Tell it on the Mountain...Getting S’more of Jesus” 

Community Vacation Bible School 

”Christ & St. John’s Episcopal Church 

18 Butternut Street 

Champlain, NY 12919 

July 16 through July 20, 2018 

FROM:  10:00 a.m. until Noon 
Event is sponsored and paid for by the following local churches! 

Christ & St. John’s Episcopal Church, 18 Butternut Street, Champlain NY 12919 
Three Steeples United Methodist Church, 491 State Route 11, Champlain, NY 12919 

First Presbyterian Church, 52 Washington Avenue, Rouses Point, NY 12979 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 86 Church Street, Champlain, NY 12919 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, 138 Lake Street, Rouses Point, NY 12979 
Please call 518-298-8543 or 518-298-8655 for more information.  

Permission Slip, Medical Consent, & General Release 

I, the undersigned parent or guardian, herby give permission for my child________________________, a minor, to partici-
pate in the activities of Vacation Bible School, and I have listed any physical impairments that would affect my child’s partici-
pation. I authorize VBS staff members and/or volunteers, to act for me according to their judgement in any emergency requir-
ing medical attention and give consent for all medical treatment deemed appropriate and necessary by the attending medical 
professional. I hereby release VBS staff and volunteers from all liabilities for injuries or illnesses incurred during activi-
ties/outings.   

I also grant VBS Staff permission to use photos of my child for church related publications and website entries: Yes / No   

Signature:  _______________________________________________________Date: ____ | ____ | ____  

Parent or Guardian:____________________________________________________________________ Address: 
_______________________________ City: _______________________ Zip: ______________ Parent’s Email: 
___________________________________________________   

Best Contact Phone: ________________________________ Emergency Contact:__________________ Phone: 
____________________________    Home Church: ____________________________________  

CHILD’S INFORMATION ************************************************************************************ 

Child #1 Name: ______________________________________________ Birthdate: _____/_____/_____   Age: _____   
Circle:  Boy     Girl       Children under 4 must be accompanied by an adult to participate.    Circle grade entering in the fall:   
Kindergarten          Grade:    1      2      3      4      5     6 

Allergies / Special Needs: ________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE SEND SIGNED COPY BACK TO:  

VBS Registration, Christ & St. John’s Episcopal Church, P O Box 240, Champlain, NY 12919 
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Free Concerts on the Bluff 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS at 6PM 
Rain or Shine!  

136 Clinton Point Drive,  
Plattsburgh, New York 12901 (518)562-4200 

 

July 11—Too Tall String Band  July 18—Larry Ebere July 25—Roy Hurd 
August 1—The Buskers   August 8—Runaway Home 
August 15—The Duo Plus One - John Seiden and Neil Wright 
August 22—Pink Magnolia Plattsburgh High School Jazz Combo 
 

Outdoor location is near the campus pavilion (near the tennis court.) Rain location is inside the 
Stafford Center Theatre. Please bring a lawn chair or a blanket to enjoy the performance. No 
alcoholic beverages are allowed. Concerts begin at 6 p.m. and run for 2 hours. They are free 
and open to the public. 

Regal Champlain Centre Stadium 8 
60 Smithfield Boulevard Plattsburgh, NY  

Starts Tuesday,  June 26, 2018 
Admission is Just $1 

Tue. Jun 26 & Wed. Jun 27  Despicable Me 2   How to Train Your Dragon 2 
 

Tue. Jul 3 & Wed. Jul 4  The Lego Movie  Alvin and the Chipmunks 
 

Tue. Jul 10 & Wed. Jul 11 Sing    The Peanuts Movie 
 

Tue. Jul 17 & Wed. Jul 18  The LEGO Ninjago Movie Ferdinand 
 

Tue. Jul 24 & Wed. Jul 25 The Secret Life of Pets  Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Squeakael 
 

Tue. Jul 31 & Wed. Aug 1  The Lego Batman Movie Trolls 
 

Tue. Aug 7 to Wed. Aug 8  Minions   The Boss Baby 
 

Tue. Aug 14 & Wed. Aug 15  Paddington 2   Captain Underpants: The First Epic Movie 
 

Tue. Aug 21 & Wed. Aug 22  Despicable Me 3  Alvin and the Chipmunks: Chipwrecked 
 

Tue. Aug 28 & Wed. Aug 29  Dr. Seuss' The Lorax  Kung Fu Panda  

FARMERS MARKETS 
Rouses Point Dodge Memorial Library Farmers Market 
June - September Every Fridays 3pm - 7pm  
Library Lawn, 144 Lake St. Rouses Point NY 
 

Plattsburgh Farmers' and Crafters' Market  
May 13– October  Every Wed 10-2 and Sat 9am-2pm  
Durkee St, Plattsburgh NY 
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Bible Study Beginning  
Tuesday, September 4, 2018  

Every Tuesday at 6PM 
  

 "Christianity and World Religions 
Wrestling With Questions People Ask."  

Three Steeples UMC  
491 State Route 11, Champlain NY 

 

This study will examine four major religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism) 
and how the beliefs of each of these compares with Christianity. We will consider questions 
such as: Why are there so many different religions? How should Christians view other 
religions? What is the fate of those who earnestly pursue God through other religions? The 
study should last about 6 weeks and includes both video and discussion.  
 

Pastor Bob will soon have information available about ordering the book for those who 
would like to participate. Plan to attend this exciting study which examines important 
issues of faith and community. Don't forget to invite your friends, relatives, and neighbors. 

 

 

Three Steeples United Methodist Church 

SEPTEMBER 28TH, 10AM to 4 PM 

SEPTEMBER 29TH, 10AM to 3 PM 
491 State Route 11, Champlain, NY 12919 

Clothing, Household & New Items, Toys, Books, Plants & more.  Also enjoy Sandwiches, 
Soup, Hot Dogs, Michigan's & Baked Goods. 

For information or donation questions 

Please call Joanne Haring at 518-297-6506 

Unfortunately we cannot accept televisions or large electron-

ic items.  If you have furniture or other large items please 

call Joanne Haring before going to church. 

Donations accepted starting on 9/24  from 9 a.m. --1 p.m.  
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TACO TALK THURSDAY!  
A free event for the entire family. 

Enjoy a  “BUILD YOUR OWN TACO DINNER” 

Beginning with discussion about 

 St. Valentine and God’s Love. 

THREE STEEPLES  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2018 

From 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Come you have much faith or you who have little. Join us if you attend church or not. Join us not be-

 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS NEEDED 

 THE BUTTERMILK PRAYER  
Due to the nature of life, we all need constant reminders. We talk a lot 
about being “Bible believers”, but I wonder if that’s always true. 
Sometimes we fail to trust what we have declared as the truth because 
of trials that leave us feeling as though all things are against us. That’s 
when we need to hear something like this. 

 

One Sunday morning at a small southern church, the new pastor 
called on one of his older deacons to lead in the opening prayer. The 
deacon stood up, bowed his head and said, “Lord, I hate buttermilk.” 
The pastor opened one eye and wondered where this was going. The 
deacon continued, “Lord, I hate lard.” 

 

Now the pastor was totally perplexed. The deacon continued, “Lord, I ain’t too crazy about plain flour. 
But after you mix ’em all together and bake ’em in a hot oven, I just love biscuits.” “Lord help us to re-
alize when life gets hard, when things come up that we don’t like, whenever we don’t understand 
what You are doing, that we need to wait and see what You are making. After you get through mixing 
and baking, it’ll probably be something even better than biscuits. Amen.” “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his pur-
pose.“–{Romans 8:28] 

Summer in the North Country is Beautiful.   
Besides Gardening, Fishing, Camping, and Spending time Outside, 

There are area events including plays, tours of the area, and even magic acts this summer. 
Please take some time to enjoy all that this area has to offer.  

 

  

7/5/2018 - 7/8/2018  - Mayor's Cup Festival & Regatta    Location: Downtown Plattsburgh 
Enjoy the 41st Annual Regatta, Post-Race BBQ & Award's Ceremony, as well as Live Music, Family Arts & Kid's Activities, and 
so much more! For schedule, visit: http://www.mayorscup.com/  
 

7/6/2018  - See - - ELVIS - - In Rouses Point  6:30 p.m.  Location: 39 Lake Street, Rouses Point, NY 
John Monforto as ELVIS on the Rouses Point Samuel de Champlain Center Stage. Visit: http://www.rousespointny.com/
visitors/calendar-of-events.html  
 

7/8/2018  - Tours of the Bluff Point Lighthouse  1:00-3:00 p.m.  Location: Valcour Island, Lake Champlain 
Paddle or boat over to Valcour Island and catch a free tour of the Bluff Point Lighthouse every Sunday from July to August, 
1pm-3pm. More info, Visit: https://www.clintoncountyhistorical.com/  
 

7/13/2018  - Sinatra Tribute In Rouses Point  6:30 pm.  Location: 39 Lake Street, Rouses Point, NY 
Sinatra Tribute featuring John Monforto on the Rouses Point Samuel de Champlain Center Stage.  

7/27/2018  - Kids Night - Hocus Pocus - In Rouses Point  6:30 pm Location: 39 Lake Street, Rouses Point, NY 
Hocus Pocus Magic featuring Blaine Goad on the Rouses Point Samuel de Champlain Stage. Visit: 
http://www.rousespointny.com/visitors/calendar-of-events.html 

Please take a look at The North Country Chamber of Commerce Community Calendar  
 located at http://www.northcountrychamber.com/community-calendar/ 

http://www.mayorscup.com/
http://www.rousespointny.com/visitors/calendar-of-events.html
http://www.rousespointny.com/visitors/calendar-of-events.html
https://www.clintoncountyhistorical.com/
http://www.rousespointny.com/visitors/calendar-of-events.html


Third Quarter 

THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMNS WE LOVE 
 "Blest Be The Tie That Binds" 

1 JOHN. 2:7-11  
Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an 
old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old 
command is the message you have heard. Yet I am writing 
you a new command; its truth is seen in Him and you, be-
cause the darkness is passing and the true light is already 
shining. Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his 

brother is still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is noth-
ing in him to make him stumble. But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks 
around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blind-
ed him. (NIV) 
 

The church is a family. Families experience life together. Sometimes they laugh together and 
sometimes they cry together. They experience times of rejoicing and they experience times of 
mourning. There are times when they gather together and times when they must separate.  
 

Out of just such a familial experience came the words to the inspiring hymn 
 "Blest Be the Tie That Binds."  

 
John Fawcett (1740-1817) was born of poor parents on January 6, 1740, near Bradford, Eng-
land. He became a Christian at the age of 16 and was  ordained in 1765. Shortly after his ordi-
nation, he accepted a call to a small Baptist Church in Wainsgate with limited resources. 
 

His ministry at Wainsgate thrived. He became known as pastor and friend to all and never felt 
as though this small parish was beneath him. He turned down calls to a number of other con-
gregations, but in 1772, he accepted one in London at Carter Lane Baptist Church. 
 

The wagons were all loaded. Pastor Fawcett and his wife turned to say a final farewell and 
when they did, their eyes were filled with tears. Each face he saw was stained with the tears 
which flowed from the hearts of persons they had loved and been loved by for some 7 years. 
His thoughts turned to the joys and the sorrows which they had shared. None there wanted 
them to leave. 
 

Observing the heart-felt expressions of love in the faces of his parishioners, it is said that he 
cried out, "I will stay, you may unpack my goods, and we will live for the Lord lovingly 
together." 
 

The following week his sermon was based on Luke 12:15:  "A man's life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.” (NIV)  He closed his sermon by reading a poem he had written 
about the experience of that emotion filled week entitled: “Brotherly Love,” which we now 
know as the hymn “Blest be the Tie that Binds.” 
 

 

 John and Mary Fawcett continued to minister in the little village of Wainsgate for 54 years.  It 
is estimated that their salary never exceeded the equivalent of $200 a year. Yet they were the 
richest family in England for they shared with their parishioners the blessed tie that binds all 
hearts in Christian love. 
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Three Steeples  United Methodist Church 
P O Box  427 
491 State Route 11 
Champlain, NY 12919 

The Mission of Three Steeples United  

Methodist Church is to connect people 

to Jesus Christ and to each other by 

sharing our faith and love.  We seek 

new members and support them in 

their spiritual journey by providing a 

community of fellowship. 

 

Welcome to the worship and fellowship of Three Steeples 

United Methodist Church.  May this time together in God’s 

presence lift your spirits, bring you hope,  and fill your 

heart with love. 

 

To our visiting brothers and sisters of Christ, 
our worship services have been blessed by your 
presence.  We would love to get to know you and 

invite you to attend fellowship gathering  
immediately after service.   

 

If you would like to contribute an article or have an 
idea that should be included in our next edition, or 
you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, email 

 Tia LaFlesh at dotts12919@gmail.com or 
Linda Yelle at hopeydopey@primelink1.net.  

    

Three Steeples  
United Methodist Church 

 

491 State Route 11 

P. O. Box 427 

Champlain, NY 12919 

Phone:  518-298-8655 

 

Pastor Bob Basom 

Pastor Home: 518-310-0843 

CVPH Office:  518-314-3062  

(8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.) 

In Case of Emergency Only:  

Cell 814-935-9085 

EMAIL:  rbasom@susumc.org 

 

E-MAIL: threesteeplesumc@gmail.com  
 

WEBSITE:  www.threesteeplesumc.com 
 

FACEBOOK PAGE 

Three Steeples UMC of Champlain NY 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Please return canceled stamp with a two inch border to Stamp Ministry Program 


