Three Steeples United Methodist Church
May 5, 2023
Pastor Phil Richards
Worship Service
Centering Music/Prelude: “O Spirit of the Living God” 

Greeting 

*Call to Worship 


One: Welcome to the community of faith, the family of God! 
All: We come as families, large and small in number, seeking God’s love. 
One: God’s love is here for you. 
All: Help us to understand how we are connected to God. 
One: We abide in Christ Jesus, in love and compassion. 
All: May our spirits be renewed and our connection to God be strengthened through our worship today. AMEN. 


*Hymn: “Take Time to Be Holy” 							#395 (UM Hymnal) 


Children’s Message 
Children will leave for Sunday School after the Children’s Message

Opening Prayer 

One: Let the whole earth praise the Lord! Let the mountains and hills proclaim God’s handiwork! Let the seas roar and the waves crash in symphonies of praise! Let all creation sing God’s new song of love! 
All: Praise be to God who has created and is creating anew! Praise be to God who 
recreates God’s love in us each day! 
One: Loving, creative God, we praise and bless you for your mighty acts of creation. As we gather here this day, we hear your message of power and love through the witness of Jesus Christ as he prepared his disciples for his departure. He gave to them the words of encouragement about living in your love, and through that love being witnesses to the whole world of your peace and hope. Be with us this day, Lord. Open our hearts and minds to receive your word. AMEN

First Lesson: I John 5: 1-6

Victory over the World
If we believe Jesus is truly Christ, we are God's children. Everyone who loves the Father will also love his children. If we love and obey God, we know we will love his children. We show our love for God by obeying his commandments, and they are not hard to follow. Every child of God can defeat the world, and our faith is what gives us this victory. No one can defeat the world without having faith in Jesus as the Son of God. 
Who Jesus Is
Water and blood came out from the side of Jesus Christ. It wasn't just water, but water and blood. The Spirit tells about this, because the Spirit is truthful. 


Gospel Lesson: John 15: 9-17 
I have loved you, just as my Father has loved me. So remain faithful to my love for you. If you obey me, I will keep loving you, just as my Father keeps loving me, because I have obeyed him. I have told you this to make you as completely happy as I am. Now I tell you to love each other, as I have loved you. The greatest way to show love for friends is to die for them. And you are my friends, if you obey me. Servants don't know what their master is doing, and so I don't speak to you as my servants. I speak to you as my friends, and I have told you every-thing my Father has told me. You did not choose me. I chose you and sent you out to pro-duce fruit, the kind of fruit that will last. Then my Father will give you whatever you ask for in my name. So, I command you to love each other. 

Response 
One: May God Grant us Wisdom and Courage for Interpretation. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Morning Message
Rev. Phil Richards

*Hymn: “Let Us Be Bread” 						#2260 (The Faith We Sing) 

Holy Communion


Invitation 

One: On this day, we celebrate the risen Christ

Many: On this day, we celebrate resurrection in our lives. 
One: On this day, we embrace the grace which reaches from the tomb. 
Many: On this day, we embrace faith by committing to love in action.
One: On this day, we shout Hallelujah! 
Many: On this day we shout, Christ is risen! Alleluia! 



Prayer of Communion:
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also, with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
One: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. In ancient days, you created us in your image, inviting us to live as your people upon this earth. When we fell short and acted out of fear and doubt, you held our hand and walked with us out of the garden and into every corner of the earth. When we struggled to love, you blessed us and challenged us to be a blessing to all the nations. You continue to extend the hand of your steadfast love, abiding with us always, even when we turn away. In the words of the prophets, you challenged us to live in love and righteousness. But as we shrunk from the challenge, you sent your Son, Christ Jesus, as love for a love-starved world. From the earliest days of creation, to the most recent of days, you offer to abide in us even as we abide in your love. 
And so, with your people on earth, and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn, saying: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Holy are you and blessed is your constant love. 

One: Through Christ’s patient love and unfailing grace, we are once again invited into your abiding love and rescued from the fears and sins that would separate us from your nurturing presence. With Christ’s love in our lives, we are invited to live in your love and to reveal your love to the world, even as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
One: With joy and gratitude, we break this bread of life and remember the many times when Jesus’ love was shared in the breaking of the bread. In remembrance, we will take and eat this bread. With awe and wonder, we fill this cup and remember the many times when Jesus poured out his love as an everlasting spring of grace. In remembrance, we will drink from this cup and partake of the love that overflows in our lives. 

Communion Prayer: (John 15) 
One: Pour out your Holy Spirit on all of us gathered here, that we may be the branches of Christ, your true vine. Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and juice that we may be filled with your abiding love. Strengthen us in the power of your Holy Spirit, that we may be one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at the heavenly banquet. Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forevermore. Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer (to be said by all) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but de-liver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the pow-er, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Giving the Bread and Cup 
(The bread and Juice are given to the people, with these or other words of blessing.)
Bread - The life of Christ, living in you. 
Juice - The love of Christ, loving through you

Reminder of the Offering Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

*Hymn: “The Summons” 						#2130 (The Faith We Sing) 

Reminder of the Offering 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

*Community Announcements 

*Blessing
  
Departure Music/Postlude: “Help Us Accept Each Other”


Reminders

Pastor Phil’s office hours are Mondays from 1 pm into the evening.
He will be at the Three Steeples Church office during that time.
Please call ahead to schedule an appointment.
His cell phone number is: 518-791-1123.
His email is: pastorphils@gmail.com
Please call for any pastoral question or if there is an emergency.

The Pastor is also available at 8:30 AM Sunday mornings before Worship Service for informal visiting.

Home Visit for Communion
If you or someone you know would like Communion at home, please contact Pastor Phil and arrangements will be made for a home visit.


You may send your weekly church offering to:
Three Steeples United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 427 Champlain, NY 12921



New Member Conversations (CHANGED DATES)

Have you been interested in learning more about what is happening here (PUMC, Three Steeples, Saranac)? Pastor Phil will provide that opportunity on Sunday, May 5th at 1:30 pm in Room 3 at PUMC. Everyone is welcome. Please contact the church office 518-563-2992 or office@plattsburghumc.org if you would like to participate. If you decide to move forward to membership, that will take place during the worship service on May 19th.
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